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Despite continued delays and the inability to secure adequate funding, deployment of the National
Civil Police (Policia Nacional Civil, PNC) continues to move forward. On Oct. 8, during a ceremony
presided over by top officials from President Alfredo Cristiani's administration, the new PNC
delegation in the eastern city of San Miguel was formally installed. The PNC contingent in San
Miguel is comprised of 379 agents: 75 are former rebels from the Farabundo Marti National
Liberation Front (FMLN), 75 are former members of the government security forces, and the
remainder had no affiliation during the 12-year civil war. Under the Salvadoran peace accords, at
the national level 60% of all PNC agents are to be independents, and 20% each are to come from
the ranks of former combatants from opposing sides in the civil war. The accords stipulate that the
PNC is to take over from the military full responsibility for domestic security functions. With the
deployment in San Miguel, the PNC now has five such units deployed outside the capital. PNC
contingents had previously been set up in the departments of Chalatenango, Cabanas, Morazan and
La Union. Police spokespersons say the current timetable calls for establishing a PNC presence in all
of the country's 14 departments by the end of the year. Deployment of the remaining PNC agents,
and the parallel process of demobilizing the National Police (PN), is set to conclude sometime in
1994. Nonetheless, it remains unclear how far this process will be advanced in time for the general
elections, which will be held in March. (Source: Agence France-Presse, 10/08/93)
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